

Our  AGM and  ‘A Happy New Year’  to my reader 
	
	The Annual General Meeting of the Old Wilsonians’ Association took place on Tuesday December 7th 2021 and was preceded by the OWLS (Old Wilsonians’ Lunches) Christmas dinner, superbly cooked by Steve ‘The Future’ Lawrence.
	There was also a plethora of  former Club Captains at this event as they put their heads together to address item 12 on the AGM agenda, namely ‘to confirm the identity of the Club captain’ for the coming year, but you will have to read a little further if you wish to know the identity of the chosen one. 
	A few hardy souls decided to stay on after the lunch, rather than go home and then come back later, in order to attend the second event of the day which, because of  Covid, became a binary event with some people attending in person and others via zoom, and a big ‘thank you’ here to Jim Lloyd, whose IT skills were fully employed as he assiduously set up the necessary link. 
	One of those affected by Covid was President Mark Mace, but he was able to give his report of the last 12 months from his own home and then speak , and answer a number of questions on the resolution before the meeting which sees us seeking to become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, a move that will enable us to progress the Club even further and, probably more importantly, reflect the constituent parts of our organisation. 
	The resolution was passed and we can now look forward to all of the benefits that our new status will bring.  
	Treasurer  Nick Mole  then gave his report which showed a healthy surplus,  whilst the Bar report indicated a profit of almost £29,000, particularly laudable in view of the restrictions in place caused by the pandemic,  and a special vote of thanks here to our splendid bar team; and the propensity of Old Wilsonians to enjoy a drink! 
	Stephen Millward followed Nick to give the ground report the highlights of which were as follows: 
	The main ground continues to be maintained to a good standard by Ian Muir despite the issues caused by the pandemic and the fact that the weather conditions were not ideal when the annual renovations of the football pitches took place, but  the lack of wear, caused by fewer games, helped them recover well for the start of the current season. 
	However, with the increase in the number of junior sides, and additional Vets games, the 
number of matches being played over the weekend ‘is now beyond what is considered ideal.’ 
	Some very good pitches were provided for cricket to the extent that the club achieved the highest pitch markings (90%)  of ten Clubs for Division  2 games  from panel umpires and  were fourth overall  of thirty for the three top divisions of the Kent League, whilst Ian  now spends more time on the tennis courts and will soon be spreading some more sand on to the existing four carpet courts. 
	With regard to Hawes Down,  the extension of the Tandridge League, in which our junior sides play, until June caused significant wear in some goalmouths and other small areas, with some parts still not fully recovered, whilst some continual pre-season rolling resulted in an improvement of the cricket  strips provided. 
	Looking forward, a new irrigation system for the main ground still remains a top priority. 
	Mark Mace was then confirmed as President for another year before the deliberations at OWLS earlier were revealed and Tony Sherlock was proposed, and unanimously elected, as our new Club captain. 
	‘Concrete Tony’, as he is affectionately known on account of his business, has served the Club earnestly for a number of years, playing both cricket and football for us, running barbecues and generally helping the Club in every way he can.
	He, wife Jo, sons Syd and Stan and daughter Sophie are also the epitome of an Old Wilsonian and its ‘family club’ ethos and they have even found time to record their own CD, ‘Under the Sky’ which was favourably reviewed by the essential music magazine ‘Mojo’ in the following manner: 
	“This five piece Indie band from  Beckenham follow up their debut, 'Live for the moment' with their second album which features  songs from a travelogue of the Sherlocks adventures,  getting lost in big cities - Bromley?
	Lead singer Sophie has been compared to Janis Joplin, whilst Jo is surely the best female drummer since Moe Tucker. Add lead guitarist Tony into the mix, his solo on their cover of 'Concrete and Clay' has a touch of Hendrix about it, the bass playing of Syd and Stan's sublime rhythmic feel,  and  you have an album that no home should be without.
	Apart from the aforementioned cover of the Unit Four plus two hit, all of the numbers are self-penned - interestingly they are all credited to Sherlock, Sherlock, Sherlock ,  Sherlock  and  Sherlock - and have been compared, favourably, with the songs of Lennon and McCartney.
	If you only buy one album this year, then it has to be this one - you will not regret it “
	Congratulations Tony; you follow in a long line of out-standing Club captains and a reminder here that this position was created to say ‘thank you’ to those members who did not go to either Wilson’s Grammar School or Wilson’s School to reward them for their input into the Club.
	WE ARE ALL Old Wilsonians now,  irrespective of the school we attended and our eventual, and predicted, acceptance  as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation makes this fact  even more evident. 
	And congratulations to Anton Snowsill,  on his election as  a Vice-President. Anton is  our Sports Club secretary and, as such, is responsible for hiring out  the Club for functions,   is also an integral part of our gardening group – he even knows what he is doing – a volunteer chef at OWLS and a general and competent handyman. 
	Before getting involved with the OWs Anton managed ‘The Spice Girls’ during their hey-day, but can only manage two of them now! 
	As ever the last official item on the agenda was the report from the subsidiary clubs, and secretary Roger Matthews had asked for them to be as brief as possible in order to speed up the meeting and had posted them on the website beforehand, so please refer to that if you want the elongated version. 
	Every club was affected by Covid , and, again,  in order to avoid repetition, please take that fact  as read 
	The Junior football section reported ‘another year of solid progress’ adding additional teams, including more girl’s sides, which we are committed to and which is gaining in popularity. 
	The senior football club mourned the loss of Mike Harris, its Life President, without whom the OWFC would not be where it is today. 
	A loss of numbers has meant that they have had to withdraw two sides from the league but the committee are working extremely hard to recruit new players. 
	The Netball Club, conversely, have been successful in recruiting  and now have teams in division 9 and division 12, both of whom  have made good starts and are enjoying being back playing competitively.
	The Tennis Club’s  league teams – adults and children - have had a fairly average summer season (they  lost all of last winter’s  season to covid)  with our Men’s 2 gaining promotion, and our ladies and mixed teams doing well too. Some of our youngsters are now doing amazing things at county level and even at national level. 
	This is a whole new world for the club., but the  highlight was winning the Kent Tennis award for ‘Competition of the Year’, and going on to win the South East & London regional award and being in the last 5 at the LTA national awards.
	The Squash and Racket Ball Club continue to see an upturn in daytime play as more  people work from home, so we definitely think this will be a growth area going forward. Week day evenings are blocked out consistently and even stronger than pre-pandemic levels, which is also great to see.
	In 2022 we will undergo some relatively pressing renovations to the front walls on both courts, which are beginning to crumble away. We also hope to move to a new contactless payment system for court lighting, which will replace coins and bring our club into the 21stcentury.
	The Cricket Club had an excellent season, both the 1st Xl and Sunday Development sides gaining promotion,  whilst the T20 team lost the final of the T20 competition to Premier Division Tunbridge Wells, this game being held over from 2020 because of…..well; you know the reason.
	So there you have it, a brief resume of our AGM, from which you will see that all of our subsidiary clubs are in prime health, the Club itself is run professionally by some dedicated members and goes from strength to strength and we can all look forward to some more good times provided, of course, that we continue to put in the necessary effort. 
	All that remains  for me to do is wish my reader A Happy New Year 
	 
